Schools Animal Ethics Committee 

151 Royal Street East Perth. Western Australia 6004 
Guidelines for small scale poultry in schools
The Department of Education, Catholic Education Office and individual AISWA member schools are licensed to use animals for scientific purposes. The licence requires  compliance with the NHMRC’s Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (the Code).
The Code requires that housing conditions, practices and procedures involved in the care of animals in teaching institutions must be approved by an animal ethics committee.
To obtain approval to house chickens, a school must have an enclosure that meets the following requirements:

· access to adequate shelter, food and water; 
· ability to clean;

· protection from predation; and 
· sufficient area for behavioural and social requirements.
The Chicken Enclosure
Poultry of all types require housing that will protect them from the wind and rain as well as extreme heat and the effects of rapid changes in temperature.  The enclosure should be dry at all times and provide good ventilation while being free from draughts.  

The design and structure of the chicken enclosure will also have to comply with local government regulations.  Local governments often have restrictions on the number of chickens allowed to be kept, how close a chicken enclosure can be located to other buildings and other requirements.  Check with your local council before building.
The Schools Animal Ethics Committee requires a chicken enclosure to comply with the following:

· The chicken enclosure should have a solid roof and the chicken run should be entirely covered in heavy gauge wire mesh (thickness of 25 to 50mm) with solid cladding around the enclosure up to approximately 750mm.
· Ideally the floors should be made of concrete or the lower sections of the walls should be covered in sheet iron that is extended 450mm into the ground in the absence of concrete floors.

· The entry to the chicken enclosure must be secured by a lock and there should be no gaps that would allow vermin or predators to enter. Gates should have concrete slabs underneath to prevent predators digging under the gate.
· Where-ever possible the chicken enclosure should be located within a fenced off area so that there is a second fence to discourage predators and vandals.  Enclosures should not be located close to public roads.
An example of a chicken enclosure plan that meets these requirements is available in the NSW Department of Primary Industry fact sheet Small-scale poultry keeping – housing layers.

Feeding Chickens
There is a legal requirement aimed at combating the introduction and spread of exotic animal diseases that no animal matter or other waste contaminated by animal matter is allowed to be used as feed.

· Commercially prepared feed should be used as it supplies the correct balance of protein, vitamins and minerals necessary for the birds’ health and maximum production.

· Poultry feeds are available from produce merchants in mash, crumbles or pellet form. Adding grain or bread to these diets is not recommended because it dilutes the daily amount of vitamins and minerals the bird receives.

· To help your fowls grind their food and digest it more efficiently, they should have an insoluble grit to pick at all the time. Shellgrit type supplements also help the hen build stronger egg shells.

· While it is okay to feed poultry with vegetable matter from the kitchen garden (where there is no risk of its being contaminated by animal matter) it must never be substituted for the birds´ normal diet.  

· Students should not be permitted to feed the chickens scraps from their own lunches.
Procedures
It is recommended that schools have the following procedures in place:

· Record keeping (when the chickens are checked, fed etc);
· Procedures and rosters for week-ends and holiday care;
· Health checks, veterinary procedures such as vaccinations and procedures in the event of disease;
· Procedures for rodent control; and

· Procedures in the event of an emergency eg. A fire.

Conclusion
Where schools choose to keep poultry on site, every reasonable effort must be made to protect them from predators.  In addition, schools have a duty of care to ensure the health and welfare of the chickens in terms of their daily care, physical environment and access to veterinary services.

More information:
Further information regarding the requirements of the Schools Animal Ethics Committee is available on the website: http://www.det.wa.edu.au/curriculumsupport/animalethics/detcms/portal/
The Department of Agriculture and Food WA: http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/action/ATOZ?s=242782910,term=poultry
Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition 2013:

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea28
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