Schools Animal Ethics Committee

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) – Caged Birds
Caged Birds: Care, Maintenance and Management
Birds are kept in many schools mainly for observational studies. The following SOP addresses the care, maintenance and management of caged birds for all purposes in educational settings. Further information on how to ensure adherence to the SOP can be obtained in Section 2: Species-specific Information in the SAEC Guidelines for the care and use of animals in Western Australian schools and TAFEWA colleges or by consulting a veterinarian or aviculturist.
1
Care and Maintenance

1.1
Water
· Clean water must be available at all times at a temperature and quality that meets the birds’ physiological needs and contained in a vessel from which the bird is easily able to drink.

1.2
Food
· Adequate food that is clean, fresh and nutritionally and physically in the form suitable for the particular species of bird must be available at all times. Advice is to be sought from an experienced aviculturist or veterinarian if you are uncertain of the bird’s requirements.

· Food containers must be constructed, used and maintained in a way that does not cause injury or disease to the bird.

· Except where it is a species’ requirement, direct feeding on the ground should be avoided; instead, suitable containers should be used.
1.3
Housing

· Accommodation must provide:

· a clean, safe and healthy environment for the birds 

· an appropriate stocking density ie; adequate space per bird to allow it to express it’s normal behaviours 

· no less than the minimum amount of room for the size and species of the bird
· protection from extreme weather - in relation to the normal environment for the species

· draught-free shelter with suitable wind breaks

· protection from predators

· a means of avoidance of other birds within the cage
· a  variety of perches of  different diameters, with enough space for all birds to perch comfortably, located according to species’ recommendation
· an adequate number of feed and water stations to meet the requirements of all birds
· barriers from light at night time where necessary
· a sufficient number of nesting sites with suitable nesting material if birds are used for breeding.

1.4
Health

· Birds’ health must be monitored and recorded at least daily using the SAEC form C1 (see Appendix 1), or a school-developed observational chart. Any health problems are to be dealt with promptly and appropriately. Records must be kept of all treatments administered.
· Routine drenching/dusting for parasites.

· Veterinary advice should always be sought if birds fail to thrive, become ill or if there is an ongoing health problem.
2
Management

2.1
Handling

· Humane techniques must be used when catching and handling birds. Minimal restraint of the bird will cause less stress.

· Children should not handle birds unless being supervised by an experienced and responsible adult. Pulling or holding a bird by its wings or legs is not acceptable.

· Tethering of birds is unacceptable, except when using a body harness. The bird must be monitored closely when it is restrained by a body harness.

2.2
Stimuli

· Birds must not be exposed to excessive noise, excessive handling or other stimuli that may cause distress. 

· Appropriate environmental enrichment should be provided. Hanging decorations, toys and vegetation should not clutter cages or impede lines of flight.

2.3
Transport

· Transport causes stress and therefore must be kept to a minimum, especially for birds that are not used to it.

· Only healthy birds should be transported, except those being transported to a veterinarian or other health professional for treatment.

· Containers must satisfy appropriate security, size and environmental conditions (light and temperature) for the species being transported. 

· The bird must be supplied with sufficient food and water.

· Incompatible birds must not travel together in the same container.

2.4
Husbandry procedures
· If identification rings are used on aviary birds, they must be fitted and removed correctly and carefully to ensure the birds’ safety.

· Microchips are a useful means of identification and should be considered.

· Cage birds should have the ability to fly. Wing clipping is not acceptable unless undertaken under the specific recommendation of a veterinarian or an experienced bird-keeper.

· If some flight restriction is necessary to tame a young pet bird, wing taping may be an option but only on advice and under the supervision of an experienced bird keeper or veterinarian. Wing tapes must not be in place for prolonged periods as they can damage feather follicles.

· Overgrown beaks and toenails must be trimmed carefully by an experienced person. Unskilled trimming can cause haemorrhage and death.
2.5 Euthanasia

· Euthanasia must be performed by a veterinarian or by a person skilled and experienced in the euthanasia of birds. Euthanasia must never be undertaken by an inexperienced person. 
· Acceptable methods of euthanasia are: decapitation, cervical dislocation (for small birds only), and overdosing with barbiturates. Using car exhaust gases is not acceptable.
2.6
Breeding

· To ensure regulation of bird numbers, the ratio of male to female birds within the enclosure must be monitored and adjusted according to plans for breeding. Where there is doubt over a particular species’ breeding habits, expert advice must be sought prior to any breeding.

· Report any hatched birds on the SAEC annual report (form D).
2.7 Showing

· To help prevent the spread of disease and maintain biosecurity when displaying birds at bird shows:
· birds displaying signs of illness must not be taken to shows
· all bird equipment and permanent carrying containers must be cleaned and disinfected before and after a show

· while at the show, exhibitors should not handle birds other than their own, but if this is necessary, exhibitors must always thoroughly wash their hands between birds

· show birds should always undergo a period of quarantine before re-introduction to the flock.
· For guidance on handling birds, see 2.1.

· For guidance on stimuli, see 2.2.

· For guidance on transporting birds, see 2.3.

2.8 Trading
· All buyers of birds must be assessed as experienced and responsible bird-keepers.
· Animals must be transported humanely and safely at all times (see 2.3).
· Department of Education schools must comply with Department policy throughout all trading. See Department of Education policy: Financial Management in Schools Assets and Resources (available on the Department Intranet).
· AISWA member schools apply for their individual licence to use animals for scientific purposes. The Principals of each of the licensed schools are ultimately responsible for ensuring that their staff comply with the Animal Welfare Act (2002) and the NHMRC Code of Practice for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2004). Hence, AISWA schools that wish to trade their school animals will need to follow or develop their own school policy on trading.
· The Catholic Education Office holds both a licence to use and a licence to supply animals for scientific purposes for all CEO schools and agricultural colleges.   Under these licences the Principals are ultimately responsible for ensuring that their staffs comply with the Animal Welfare Act (2002) and the NHMRC Code of Practice for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2004).  Hence, all CEO schools that wish to trade their school animals will need to follow or develop their own school policy on trading. 

2.9 Out of School Care
· Students and caregivers taking school birds home must be made aware of and comply with all the above requirements when caring for birds. (Birds should be sent with an accompanying care document that also provides contact numbers for staff in case of bird injury/illness or caregiver situation that might prevent provision of adequate care for the bird.)
· Should the animal become sick or injured whilst in the care of a student and their family, veterinary advice must be sought and a school-designated person must be informed.
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